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Board 
addresses 
parking 
concerns 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Board of Selectmen Vice 
Chairman Jason Petraitis said 
at the board’s March 2 meet- 
ing they heard several com- 
plaints regarding traffic on 
Main Street and North Main 
Street at the Planning Board’s 
proposed gas station hearing. 

Petraitis said the issue of 
delivery trucks parking on the 
road and impeding traffic at 
the proposed business was a 
big concern to many. Petraitis 
said the delivery trucks will 
be parking off-street to make 
their deliveries. He said anoth- 
er issue is the current deliv- 
ery situations at the package 
store, convenience store and 
other places on the street. He 
said the parking behind those 
buildings is privately owned. 

Petraitis said those business 
owners would need to make 
arrangements with the private 
owner to have deliveries occur 
behind the buildings. He said 


Please see PARKING, page 9 








By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


EAST BROOKFIELD -—- 
This past Sunday, March 7, 
Boy Scout Troop 238 held their 
annual pasta dinner fundraiser, 
a tradition that has been ongo- 
ing for almost as long as the 
troop has been in existence, 
close to 40 years. Scoutmas- 
ter Jay Dumas was unsure of 
how successful this year’s event 
would be with the pandemic, 
but the community showed 
up in full force to support the 
troop as they have always done. 

For the past 10 plus years, 
Troop 238 has held the event 
at E.B. Flatts Restaurant, 245 
West Main St., and credited 
the popular  establishment’s 
participation with their contin- 
ued success. This was the sec- 
ond year Jeremy Zimmer and 
Sarah Hoffman have had the 
chance to work with the Scouts 
and leaders of Troop 238, as 
they took over management 
of the restaurant in January 
of 2020. “Giving back to the 
community that supports our 
business is extremely import- 
ant to us,’ said Zimmer. 

Ten Boy Scouts helped to 
organize, prepare and serve the 
pasta dinner, complete with 
salad, fresh-baked garlic knots, 
meatballs, brownie and drinks. 
Scouts were also in charge of 
cleanup, but all were given the 
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Leaders and scouts of Boy Scout Troop 238 are seen here with E.B. Flatts owners, Sarah Hoffman, second from left, and Jeremy 


Zimmer, second from right, who made the pasta dinner fundraiser possible. 


chance to enjoy the filling meal 
during break times. 

Scouts from Troop 238 that 
participated included: Tyler 
Locke, Jay Egan, Colby Green- 
Ayers, Caleb Aiken, Michael 
Earl, Nick Iacobucci, Noah 
Clark, Noah Aubin, Logan Jo- 
sti and Cody Josti. Helping to 


keep things running smoothly 
were Dumas; Paul Davidson, 
committee chair; Christina 
Petruzzi, treasurer; Tim Jostt, 
Assistant Scoutmaster; Jean 
Josti, committee member and 
Jessica Clark, committee mem- 
ber. 

Dumas said the pasta din- 
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ner is one of the Troop’s three 
major fundraisers, helping to 
raise money for anything the 
troop needs. Those needs range 
from camperships, camp site 
rental, gear and more. 

This year six of Troop 238’s 


Please see SCOUTS, page 5 





Residents complain about truck speeds 


Selectmen add more 
conditions to 
logging operation 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


STURBRIDGE - A hand- 
ful of Shattuck Road residents 
called in with concerns during 
a public hearing for a permit 
for logging on 23 acres off 
their road at the March | se- 
lectmen’s meeting. 

An existing logging oper- 
ation on another lot created 
heavy truck traffic, speeding 
trucks and operation before 
the 7 a.m. start time. Michael 
Bartlett, of Hull Forest Prod- 
ucts Inc., submitted the plan 
for new parcel for land owned 
by James Pioppi. He also sub- 
mitted the plan for the current 
operation. 

Selectmen Vice Chair Mary 
Dowling said she could not 
“remember this many residents 
voicing complaints.” Resident 
Mike Monopoly said he has 


seen drivers out at 5 a.m., and 
only just this week have they 
followed the 7 a.m. start time. 

He also. said Shattuck 
Road was not designed for 
large truckers, and felt Route 
15 would better handle the 
traffic. Bartlett said there was 
no public access to the lot 
from Route 15.Another resi- 
dent, Chris Brennan, said in 
winter the road was one lane 
and residents have to backup 
into their driveways to let the 
trucks pass. He said he was a 
teacher doing remote learning, 
and his students comment on 
the truck noise. Residents also 
complained about the trucks 
speeding on the 25 mph posted 
road. 

Dowling said since the state 
was the issuing authority resi- 
dents could voice complaints 
to the state. She also said she 
would like to have police pa- 
trol the road to ensure trucks 
do not speed. 

Chris Lindsey said just that 
morning the first truck came 
by at 6:25 a.m. Another resi- 


dent said with summer coming 
he would not be able to enjoy 
his yard. 

Selectmen Clerk Michael 
Suprenant said the Conser- 
vation Commission included 
a memo recommending an 
independent third party over- 
seer for the project. Selectman 
Chair Marcy Blanchard asked 
the board if they would have 
any issue with Bartlett being 
the third party monitor. She 
instructed him to be more dili- 
gent watching the trucks. 

Suprenant made a motion 
to approve the forest plan with 
the usual conditions that in- 
cluded time, days, bond and 
other details. as well as moni- 
toring by an independent par- 
ty, and asked them to notify 
the Conservation Commission 
of any changes prior to the 
start of activity. She also said 
the commission should be giv- 
en access to the property for 
inspection with prior notice 
given. 


Please see SPEEDS, page 15 





Quaboag proposes 
1.24% budget increase 


Budget hearing 
to be held March 15 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN — The Quaboag 
Regional School Committee 
held an informational session 
Monday on the district’s fiscal 
2022 budget, which proposes 
about a 1.24% increase in the 
total operating budget over 
this year. There were about 25 
people attending the meeting, 
which included School Com- 
mittee members and school of- 
ficials. 

The School Committee will 
hold a formal budget hearing 
and take a vote on it during a 
meeting on Monday, March 15, 
at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. 

The total budget, which in- 
cludes the operating and cap- 
ital budgets, is proposed to 
increase by an overall 1.11%, 


according to the presentation. 
The total proposed budget is 
$18,852,789 compared to this 
year’s $18,644,959, a difference 
of $207,830. 

Warren’s assessment 1s ex- 
pected to be $3,809,816, an 
increase of $134,078 over 
this year, and West Brook- 
field’s assessment is expected 
to be $3,903,420, a difference 
of $178,675, over this year. 
The assessments also include 
above the minimum contribu- 
tion amounts of $543,159 for 
Warren and $374,139 for West 
Brookfield, which are $30,941 
and $48,070, respectively, more 
than last year. The assessments 
also include transportation 
costs, which will go up this 
year. Warren’s share of busing 
for next year is $596,115, up 
$30,086 over this year, and West 
Brookfield’s share is $410,617, 
an increase of $43,850. 


Please see BUDGET, page 9 
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By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — Virtual yoga classes led 
by West Brookfield resident Beverly 
Duda, have seen a steady increase in 
participants over the over the past few 
months. Duda, a yoga instructor at the 
Listening Wellness Center, 35 South St., 
had an impressive 45 people sign up to 
take her chair yoga class in January and 
February. 

One of her students shared the fol- 
lowing testimonial, “It’s been fun and 
so beneficial to be able to practice yoga 
with our instructor, Bev, and to join oth- 
ers in a welcoming and nurturing envi- 
ronment. I look forward to every class!” 
These affordable classes will continue to 
be offered through the spring. First time 
yoga students are always welcome. Peo- 
ple participating in these virtual classes 
will need access to the Zoom app using 
a computer or tablet (laptop or iPad rec- 
ommended) or a smart phone. 

“Embodyoga” is offered on Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays from 8 
to 9:15 a.m. via Zoom. Participants of 
all ages and abilities are invited to join 
Duda as she guides them through yoga 
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- community - 
Duda offers virtual yoga classes on weekdays 
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Beverly Duda, a West Brookfield resident, is shown teaching a virtual chair yoga class. 


movements from the comfort of their 
home. She utilizes pranayama, asa- 
na, meditation, self-inquiry, fun play 
and more. Duda said, “The journey of 
an online class has proven to be fun, 
healthy and a great connection for all of 
us.” The fees are $80 for a full, unlimited 
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month, or $14 for drop-in classes. 
“Senior Yoga with Bev” is also of- 
fered Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. via Zoom. 
Using similar techniques taught in her 
Embodyoga classes, Duda incorporates 
the needs of seniors in this class. “Bal- 


ance, and level changing from standing 
to floor work are offered in every class. 
Chairs, blocks and other supports are 
offered as needed or as a new way to re- 
late to one’s surroundings and resources. 
Together slow and steady we can share 
the joy of aging,” said Duda. The cost is 
$5 per class. 

“Chair Based Yoga” is offered Tues- 
days and Thursdays from 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m. In this class, students will start 
learning yoga movements in a chair with 
a goal of getting to standing and using 
the chair as support. “Learning how to 
use our bodies for getting up and down, 
balance, and standing with support. 
Starting where you are, this class will 
allow us to share the joy, connect with 
each other all while moving and breath- 
ing,’ said Duda. The cost is $5 per class, 
with a sliding scale available. 

For more information or to register 
for any of these classes, people may visit 
www.listeningwellness.org, find them on 
Facebook, email listeningwellnesscen- 
ter@gmail.com or call 978-355-3501. If 
people have any needs or health-related 
concerns they wish to address privately, 
they may contact Duda directly at yo- 
gabev@yahoo.com or 774-262-3662. 





Vaccines, food insecurity, mental health, substance use discussed 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE — The Quaboag Hills Com- 
munity Coalition and the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance recently held 
their annual meeting with state elected 
officials, including state senators, state 
representatives and district attorneys, on 
via Zoom. 

The topic of COVID-19 vaccinations 
was brought up by social service provid- 
ers, such as Ware’s Council on Aging 
Director John Zienowicz, and by elected 
officials. 

Zienowicz asked the legislators as a 
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group how to get more vaccinations out 
to Western Mass as the state govern- 
ment diverts vaccination supplies meant 
for Western Mass to large distribution 
sites in the eastern part of the state. 

“We're trying to address our most 
vulnerable seniors and get those people 
to those appointments to get the vac- 
cine,’ said Zienowicz, but the process 1s 
made more difficult when vaccine doses 
are shifted away from the area. 

State Sen. Anne Gobi, D-Spencer, 
and State Rep. Todd Smola, R-Warren, 
pulled no punches in their assessments 
of the state’s COVID-19 vaccination 
program. 
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“This rollout has been a complete 
disaster,’ said Gobi. “And it falls at the 
feet of the governor and Secretary (of 
Health and Human Services Marylou) 
Sudders.” She said only 1/12 of the 6.9 
million residents have received both of 
their two vaccine shots so far. “We’ve 
got a long a way to go,” she said. “If he 
doesn’t want to be partners (in the pro- 
cess) then he’ll take all the blame.” Gobi 
said legislators found about about how 
the vaccination program would unfold 
in the media, with no details from him 
or his administration ahead of time. 
“This is not the way it should be,” she 
said. 

Large mass vaccination sites are 
not helpful for rural communities with 
transportation issues, she said, point- 
ing to Palmer and Oakham as small 
communities getting vaccinations done. 
“This isn’t going to be done from Fen- 
way, she said. 

Smola agreed, saying, “I and my col- 
leagues make no apologies with what 
has happened with this vaccine rollout. 
As much as the people at the state level 
said, “yea, were ready to do this, clearly 
they weren't.” 

He said he and other legislators are 
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on the phone every day of the week at all 
hours of the day and night trying to get 
the Department of Health and the ad- 
ministration to realize mass vaccine sites 
are not the answer for many small rural 
communities with transportation issues. 

Smola said legislators hope the roll- 
out evolves so it is able to really help ru- 
ral communities in Central and Western 
Mass. “We can’t accept a really bad roll- 
out and administration of the vaccines,” 
he said. He and the other legislators will 
continue applying pressure so that “rural 
territories like ours do not get screwed in 
the process.” 

He also pointed to leadership by 
Gobi on food insecurity issues and by 
State Rep. Susannah Whipps, R-Athol, 
on mental health issues, both of which 
were hugely important as area pro- 
viders worked to help people during 
COVID-19. 

Northwestern District Attorney Mi- 
chael Sullivan thanked the Gobi, Smola 
and Whipps for working so hard 24/7 
through the pandemic to make sure peo- 
ple had the basics, including food. 

Smola also urged everyone to direct 
those having issues with unemployment 
in his district to call his office. 
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By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE — The Quabaog Hills Sub- 
stance Use Alliance announced at its 
meeting Monday it has hired Abaigeal 
Duda to be the community outreach 
person its Prevention Partnership grant. 
She is also the Ware Regional Recovery 
Center coordinator. 

“T am thrilled to work with this great 
group of people on this outstanding 
grant,’ Duda said. The WRRC, which 
will offer services to those in recovery or 
seeking help with recovery, will be locat- 
ed at 6 South St., in the Millyard com- 
plex, she said. The center was original- 
ly due to open above Hannah Devine’s 
restaurant on Main Street, but that 
space didn’t work out. 

QHSUA facilitator Gail Gramarossa 
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Community outreach coordinator chosen 


has become the coordinator for the $1.5 
million federal grant aimed at prevent- 
ing drug use of marijuana, nicotine and 
alcohol among youth and young adults 

Quaboag Hills area towns, including 
Ware, Palmer and Belchertown. 

“That’s not to say if other drug use 
such as opioids or other drugs emerge 
we won't address them because we will,” 
Gramarossa said. 

An epidemiologist has also been 
hired and a youth engagement coordina- 
tor continues to be sought to work with 
school-aged young children. 

Gramarossa said the grant will be 
very helpful because it 1s flexible enough 
for the group to also work on defining 
substance use for those 19 to 26, and 
how to prevent people in that age brack- 
et from starting drug use and to help 
them end use. Most prevention grants 


are aimed at school-aged children, she 
said. 

The grant is for five years and the 
group will receive $300,000 a year to fo- 
cus on their work. 

It was the awarded by the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad- 
ministration, which is part of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices. It is a Strategic Prevention Frame- 
work — Partnerships for Success grant 
and will focus on youth 18 and under as 
well as young adults 19 to 25-years-old, 
she said. It will use evidence-based cur- 
ricula, she said. 

Gramarossa said it was important to 
make sure the work of this grant, as well 
as two others, a federal Drug-Free Com- 
munities grant and a STOP grant, which 
focuses on alcohol use prevention, are 
monitored to be sure there is no overlap- 
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ping in the work of all three grants. 

“We need to coordinate with all of us 
working together,” she said. “We need to 
not be duplicating our work, but inte- 
grate what we're doing together.” 

She also said it was time to apply to 
continue the five-year Drug-Free Com- 
munities grant as the first five years are 
up this year. The alliance can now apply 
for a second five-year grant. 

Go Purple Quabbin Youth Initiative 
Program Director Nekr Jenkins said the 
distribution of Narcan, which tempo- 
rarily blocks the effect of opioids on the 
body, 1s continuing and she is providing 
training over Zoom. The distribution of 
Narcan will be worked out with deliver- 
ies to those who have received training or 
pickup by them. In the near future there 
may also be locked boxes with Narcan 
in them available in the community. 





Gobi supports legislation aimed at assisting business owners 


BOSTON — State Sen. Anne Gobi, 
D-Spencer, joined her colleagues today 
in circulating letters supporting a pair 
of legislative initiatives aimed at assist- 
ing business owners who were negatively 
impacted back the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. The two bills that require immediate 
attention by the legislature are aimed at 
concerns over taxing federal Paycheck 
Protection Program loans and the sol- 
vency of the Unemployment Insurance 
Fund. 

“Our businesses have suffered during 
the pandemic and it 1s vital that they re- 
celve necessary assistance,” Gobi said. 
“As a co-sponsor of the bills I will work 


to make sure they pass as soon as pos- 
sible to provide needed relief, the same 
relief large corporations receive as do 
small businesses across the country.” 
The first piece of legislation, An Act 
providing financial relief to small busi- 
nesses during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
would ensure loans offered through the 
federal Paycheck Protection Program 
are not subject to state taxation, further 
burdening the business owners they were 
targeted to help. These loans are forgiv- 
en by the federal government, and and 
if the legislature does not take action 
before March 15, many small businesses 
may be forced to pay a 5% tax on the 


income received through the program. 
The second letter circulated ad- 
dressed support for Gov. Charlie Baker’s 
bill H.55, An Act financing a program 
for improvements to the Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Trust Fund and relief 
to employers in the commonwealth, 
which will freeze the experience rate of 
employers for calendar year 2021 and 
calendar year 2022 at rate schedule “E,” 
and ensure the solvency of the fund. 
During the pandemic many business- 
es were forced to lay off employees as 
a result of state-mandated closures and 
health concerns, and without legislative 
action, employers who were paying $539 


in unemployment insurance taxes per 
worker in 2020, will see their rates jump 
significantly, to $858 per worker. 

If enacted, the bill will provide time- 
ly relief for Massachusetts businesses 
by freezing this scheduled rate increase, 
while also ensuring the positive solven- 
cy of the Unemployment Trust Fund 
through bonding. If action is not tak- 
en, Massachusetts businesses will ex- 
perience great economic hardship, and 
unemployment may begin to rise once 
again. 

For more information please contact 
Gobi’s office by email at Anne.Gobi@ 
MASenate. gov. 





People can put some spring 
in their steps with free yoga 


WARREN - Spring forth with yoga, 
a four-week series, will be presented on 
Zoom and in person at the Centered 
Place, 286 Bridge St. It will run from 
March 25 to April 15, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 

Let yoga melt away tension carried 
over from the winter and reduce stress 
from hardships brought about by the 
pandemic. Learn simple poses and moves 
to improve flexibility, agility, balance and 
poise. Take care of back aches, neck and 
shoulder tension, and poor digestion. 
Learn to relax and breathe more easily 
and put spring in your step and hope in 
your heart. 

Yoga is a clinically tested tool for re- 


ducing stress and improving well-being. 
It will be taught by Phil Milgrom, RYT, 
CSYT, CSMT, who is co-director of The 
Centered Place http://www.thecentered- 
place.com. 

Register at the Warren Public Library 
by calling 413-436-7690 or email warren- 
publiclhibrary@hotmail.com. Please In- 
dicate whether attendance will be in per- 
son or from home through Zoom. This 
event 1s free for all ages 15 and up. 

Sponsored by the Warren Public Li- 
brary with a grant from the Warren Cul- 
tural Council, a local agency supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, 
a State agency. 





WBHC scholarship open until April 8 


WEST BROOKFIELD — The West 
Brookfield Historical Commission 1s 
pleased to announce its 2021, 10th annu- 
al scholarship in the amount of $2,000. 
Qualified students must reside in West 
Brookfield and may attend Quaboag Re- 
gional Middle High School, or be school 
choice students, home-schooled students 
and independent school students. 

This award is made possible through 
the J. Irving and Jane L. England Char- 
itable Trust. 

Students must be planning to attend 
either a four-year college, or a two-year 
college with the intent to transfer into 
a four-year degree program. The Com- 
mission will show preference to students 
with plans for a concentration on history 
and history-related areas. Major or mi- 
nors may include political science, so- 


cial studies, anthropology, archaeology, 
historical preservation, museum studies 
and education in these related fields. 

Applicants must submit a brief essay 
based on one of the notable persons or 
significant places listed on the applica- 
tion. All necessary information will be 
found on the West Brookfield Histori- 
cal Commission website at http://west- 
brookfield.org. 

All applicants will have until April 8, 
to turn in their scholarship application 
and essay. 

They may email it to info@vwest- 
brookfield.org, or mail it to West Brook- 
field Historical Commission, PO Box 
372, W. Brookfield, MA 01585. 

QRMHS student awards will be an- 
nounced at the awards presentation on 
June 2. 





BOSTON — State Senator Anne 
Gobi, D-Spencer, co-chair of the Mas- 
sachusetts Legislative Sportsmen’s 
Caucus and past Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Environment, Natural 
Resources, and Agriculture, has filed a 
bill in the 192nd session of the General 
Court aimed at addressing lost revenue 
the state is failing to rermburse to the 
Massachusetts Division of Fish and 
Wildlife. 

SD. 1453, An Act to Reimburse 
the Inland Fisheries and Game Fund, 
would target the more than $1 million/ 
year the agency forfeits each year by 
providing free hunting and fishing l- 
censes to residents aged over 70 that 1s 
not currently being rermbursed by the 
state. 

“Our sportsmen and women play a 
critical role in conservation and the fees 
from licenses have made sure land 1s set 
aside, not just for hunting and fishing 
but for many types of recreation such as 
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Gobi files bill addressing lost 
revenue to MassWildlife 


hiking and bird watching,’ Gobi said. 
“Offering free license to those over a 
certain age is the right thing to do, es- 
pecially now when we want people to 
enjoy the outdoors. Reimbursing that 
lost revenue is also the right thing to do. 
I appreciate the support I have received 
including from the Nature Conservancy 
and the Trustees.” 

The losses accrued in this area are 
expected to grow as the 70+ population 
increases. While the state does offset dis- 
counted licenses for those aged 65 to 69, 
they have failed to address the growing 
losses from the hunting and fishing l- 
censes of those over 70. This legislation 
targets that inconsistency while raising 
desperately needed funds for the agency 
tasked with overseeing sportsmen and 
women’s activities while conserving and 
restoring critical habitat. 

For more information on the legis- 
lation, please contact Gobi’s office by 
email atAnne.Gobi@MASenate. gov. 
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guest column 


Cabbage 
conundrums 


always feel a _ bit 
; IN THE 
guilty on St. Pat- 
I rick’s Day. What GARDEN 


kind of Irish girl am I if 
I don’t particularly like 
corned beef and cab- 
bage? Most of my life I 
found the meat too salty 
and the cabbage... well, 
too cabbagey. The past 
couple of years, though, 
in an effort to help my 
gut microbiome replen- 
ish itself after too many Lyme antibiotics, I 
began taking an interest in fermented foods. 
Sauerkraut has become one of my favorites. 

Last year I met a woman at a Grange talk 
who had a basement full of sauerkraut she 
made herself. Intrigued and always up for a 
homesteading challenge, I decided then and 
there that I was going to grow enough cab- 
bage to fill my basement, too. The only prob- 
lem was that I never had much success with 
this vegetable. Sure, ve enjoyed a home- 
grown head or two, but a cabbage farmer I 
am not. Thugs, slugs, bugs and cracks, in 
that particular order, have always thwarted 
my best efforts. Read on to learn about my 
experiences as I went from growing a half 
dozen cabbage plants to over 30. 

I sowed my cabbage seeds indoors off 
heat the second week of April last year. 
When the first true leaf appeared, I trans- 
planted the seedlings into individual cells of 
six packs and watered with a liquid fertilizer 
diluted to half strength. Bright light but cool 
temperatures grew stocky plants, and by 
May 15 they were ready to be hardened off. 
They were installed into the garden a week 
before Memorial Day. Most of the plants 
went into one of my rock-edged raised beds. 
I thought I was so smart. First I installed 
three-foot hardware cloth to keep out the 
bunnies (thugs), then I laid soaker hoses to 
and fro, knowing how these beds can bake 
in the heat and dry out daily. Cabbages ar- 
ent what you would call heat-loving. If that 
wasn't enough, I then covered the whole 
thing with a floating row cover, anticipating 
that the cabbage looper, the cabbage worm 
and the imported cabbage worm (all bugs) 
would visit and demolish my seedlings in no 
time. All my bases were covered, literally, 
and things were going great. The leaves be- 
gan to pucker and curl: the seedlings were on 
their way to making heads! 

But alas, I began to notice holes in the 
leaves. The kind of holes where you can see 
a shiny trail. Slugs had found my cabbage 
patch. Sometimes there were even dark gray 
slugs still attached to the leaves. Big ones, 
little ones, yuck! I began hand picking fu- 
riously, every morning at sunrise and again 
just before dark. Things finally began to 
look up and then the aphids (yet more bugs) 
hit. Did you ever see gray aphids in such an 
abundance that they look more like a waxy 
coating than individual bugs? Yessiree, that 
was my cabbage patch. I think, because this 
set-up of mine only required that I turn on 
the soaker hose and not lift the cover and in- 
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This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Thanking educators for all their work 


I am writing to today to simply say 
thank you. Thank you to the staff of North 
Brookfield Schools and to the staff of pub- 
lic schools throughout Massachusetts. 

Personally I find it disheartening when 
the national conversation surrounding pub- 
lic schools focuses so heavily on perceived 
failures instead of recognizing the tremen- 
dous efforts that have been made to contin- 
ue to connect with and educate students. 

But as a school committee chair, I am 
truly appreciative of the efforts made this 
year for the students. 

Despite the many challenges, public 
school staff have worked very hard to keep 
the best interest of our students at the center 
of their work. 

This situation is not easy for any of us 


guest column 


and this is one of the greatest lessons our 
students are learning now, to keep trying to 
learn and to grow, no matter what the cir- 
cumstance. That “we can do hard things.” 

I am very inspired to see the example set 
by staff to provide a positive and enthusi- 
astic environment for students by nurturing 
their natural adaptivity. The good that they 
have done throughout the past year is some- 
thing worth acknowledging. 

Please remember, to paraphrase Teddy 
Roosevelt, it is not the critic that counts but 
those people that are in the arena, who even 
if they have failed, failed by daring bravely. 

Thank you all again. 

Maria Tucker 
North Brookfield 
School Committee Chair 


In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


Barre resident called to report he 
has a northern mockingbird and a 


Carolina wren visiting his yard. 





The northern mockingbird is the only 
mockingbird commonly found in North 
America. They are primarily permanent resi- 
dents, but birds in the north may move south 
short distances during harsh weather. It is 
about eight to 10 inches long. It is a gray bird, 
with a long tail and white underbelly. It has 
a dark eye line and two white wing bars and 
dark wing tips and tail. 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 


The female lays three to four and some- 
times up to six greenish to blue gray eggs with 
brown spots. They build the nest in dense 
shrub or tree, usually about three to 10 feet 
above the ground. The male builds most of 
the foundation and the female puts in the lin- 
ing. The nest has a bulky foundation of twigs, 
supporting an open of weeds, grass, leaves 
lined with fine material such as rootlets, 
moss, animal hair or plant down. The female 
incubates the eggs, but both parents feed the 
young. The young leave the nest about 12 
days after hatching. Mockingbirds have two 
to three broods per year. 

Mockingbirds feed mainly on _ insects 
and berries. It feeds mainly on insects in late 
spring and summer and relies on berries and 
fruit in fall and winter. 

The mockingbird was often captured for 
sale as a pet from the late 1700s to the ear- 
ly 1900s. As a result, 1t became scarce along 
much of the northern edge of its range. After 
the stopping of the cage bird trade, mock- 
ingbirds became common once again. The 
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Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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the person submitting 
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phone number. We au- 
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missions deemed to be 
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Working while collecting early Social Security benefits 


By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: I will be 65 in August 
of this year. If I start drawing 


Social Security on my 


a bit more than the 2021 FRA-year limit 
of $50,520 (the earnings limits change 

annually). 
If you claim Social Security to start 
in August when you are 65, for 


65th birthday, how will my So- SOCIAL the remainder of 2021 you'll be 
cial Security check be affected SECURITY © subject to a monthly earnings 
if I continue working at my full MATTERS © limit of $1,580. And if your 


time job, and take home $1,380 
every two weeks, until I reach my full 
retirement age?Signed: Working Senior 
Dear Working Senior: Social Security 
has an “earnings test” which applies to 
anyone who collects benefits before they 
have reached their full retirement age, or 
FRA. There 1s also a “first-year rule,” 
which applies when someone claims 
benefits mid-year, prior to their full re- 
tirement age. The first-year rule says that 
if you exceed a monthly limit you aren't 
entitled to benefits for that month, and 
that applies for each remaining month 
in the first year, after your benefits start. 
Then, starting in 2022, you'll be subject 
to an annual earnings limit. Since you 
will reach your full retirement age in 
2022, your annual limit that year will be 


gross earnings for each remain- 
ing month in 2021 are more than that, 
and yours would be, then you won't be 
entitled to Social Security benefits for 
the remaining months of 2021. For clar- 
ity, you would also have the option to 
request that the annual limit ($18,960 
for 2021) be used instead of the month- 
ly limit, but at your earnings level you 
would still be required to repay all of 
your 2021 benefits, using the annual lim- 
it would require you to repay $1 for every 
$2 you are over the limit. 

When you file your income taxes next 
year, Social Security will discover you 
exceeded the 2021 earnings limit and re- 
quire you to repay all benefits recerved in 
2021. By “repay,” I mean they will give 
you an option to repay everything they 


paid you in 2021 in a lump sum, or they 
will withhold future benefits until they 
recover what you owe because you ex- 
ceeded the monthly limit. Alternatively, 
you could request a less severe repay- 
ment plan, but you would need to nego- 
tiate that directly with Social Security. 

Essentially, if you plan to continue 
working full time in 2021, it may be wise 
to simply delay claiming your Social Se- 
curity for a while, because you will end 
up needing to return any benefits paid 
in 2021. You could still claim in August 
and then inform them you will exceed 
the limit; in which case they will simply 
withhold your benefits. But in any case, 
you won't be eligible for Social Security 
benefits in 2021 at the earnings level you 
shared. 

As explained above, your 2022 earn- 
ings limit will be more than the 2021 lim- 
it of $50,520 for those achieving FRA, 
and if you claim benefits to start in Janu- 
ary 2022 that higher annual limit would 
apply. If you're still working full time at 
the same earnings level, you probably 
will not exceed the 2022 annual limit, so 


your benefits wouldn't be affected. But if 
you get a raise and exceed the 2022 lim- 
it, Social Security will want back $1 for 
every $3 you exceeded the limit by the 
FRA-year rate. 

Of course, since the earnings limit 
goes away when you reach your full re- 
tirement age, you might also consider 
just waiting until your FRA to claim 
Social Security and completely avoid the 
earnings test. 

This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not repre- 
sent legal or financial guidance. It pres- 
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email sadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi- 
sor for AMAC. 





GARDEN from page 4 


spect my plants, things got way out 
of control. Had I seen the first few 
aphids I could have maybe blown 
them off with a spray of water, or 
waited until evening and sprayed 
with soap to smother the buggers. 
But once heads form and the aphids 
are within the overlapping leaves, you 
might as well call the party over and 
plant a cover crop instead. Live and 
learn. 

Thankfully, this is not the end 
of the story. There were six cabbage 
transplants that I couldn't fit in the 
raised bed. I planted them at the end 
of my broccoli row in the main gar- 
den.Although plagued with a few 
slugs, and even a few bugs, I was able 
to harvest each head and made my 


first ever batch of sauerkraut, totally 
just about two gallons worth! As my 
bounty dwindles near winter’s end, 
I am already strategizing this year’s 
cabbage crop. I am going to try grow- 
ing an early variety to try and beat 
the worst of the bugs. 

Although still not a fan of corned 
beef, cabbage has surely has found its 
place in my palate and in my garden. 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held the 
position of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a ques- 
tion for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 





BACKYARD from page 4 


planting of multiflora rose, also known 
as living fence, was partly responsible 
for its spread in the northeast as mock- 
ingbirds liked the berries and used it for 
nesting sites. 


Belchertown bluebirds 

A Belchertown woman emailed about 
bluebirds. She said, “Just this winter, we 
have counted as many as nine bluebirds at 
once around our feeder and have them in 
our yard, gardens and woods at all times 
of the year.” Several people are reporting 
seeing bluebirds. They are always a wel- 
come sight and in the sunlight, the blue 
is So vivid. 


Carolina wren 
I also have a Carolina wren, which 
comes to my feeders regularly. Early this 


week, it was eating seeds off the ground. 
A bluejay landed on the ground near it. 
Often, the smaller birds leave when the 
bluejays come, but not this wren. It held 
its ground and the bluejay did not chase 
it away. 

Bird watching 

My cat, Rocky, likes to the watch the 
birds and squirrels at the feeders. If I 
ask him if he wants to watch the birds, 
he reaches up for me to pick him up and 
bring him to the window. This is a morn- 
ing ritual with us. Today, there was a red 
squirrel under the tray feeder. He espe- 
cially likes to watch the juncos. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413- 
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100, emailing mybackyardS8&@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, PO. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005. 

















Boy Scout Troop 238 did everything from serve food 
to clean up chores Saturday at E. B. Flatts during the 
troop’s annual pasta dinner. 


SCOUTS from page 1 


Scouts will be embarking with Dumas and anoth- 
er leader to attend Sea Base in Florida this August. 
Sea Base is “a unique Scouting program that offers 
aquatics programs found nowhere else. Whether your 
interests lie in sailing, scuba diving, rustic camping on 
an undeveloped barrier island, fishing or a combina- 





Volunteers with Boy Scout Troop 238 helped with the 


troop’s annual pasta dinner. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE 


tion of all, this is the place for your Troop, Crew, Sea 
Ship or Explorer Post,” according to the Boy Scouts of 
America, Sea Base website. This will be the first time 
Troop 238 has attended Sea Base. 

For more information about Troop 238 and their 
Scouting program, which is open to boys 1n fifth grade 
through high school, people may contact Dumas at 


508-713-1822. 








During their breaks, Boy Scout 
Troop 238 members got a chance 
to eat the pasta dinner they were 
serving to customers as part of 
their fundraiser. 





Baws 
aan be 


A Scout Troop 238 member bringing leftovers to customers who 
attended the troop’s annual pasta dinner. 
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OSV is gifted with $5 million from longtime supporter 


STURBRIDGE — Old Sturbridge Village has re- 
ceived the largest single gift in the museum’s history 
with a $5 million unrestricted bequest from the estate 
of Honorary Trustee and longtime friend of the Vil- 
lage, Helen A. (Susie) Titus, of Newport Beach, Cali- 
fornia. She died in 2020 after a short illness. 

This incredible gift comes at a critical time as the 
museum celebrates the 75th anniversary of Old Stur- 
bridge Village over the next 18 months. The Village 
plans to use this gift as the cornerstone of a planned 
capital campaign. The gift will ensure living history 
continues at Old Sturbridge Village in the future, and 
address capital needs on the campus, including the 
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preservation of historic buildings and landscape. 

“IT am grateful to Susie Titus for her dedication 
and commitment to Old Sturbridge Village, and for 
her confidence in our board and staff to steward such 
a significant gift in her memory” said Jim Donahue, 
president and CEO. “Susie was incredibly support- 
ive of the museum over the past 20 years, and we are 
grateful that she made such a generous provision for 
the Village in her estate planning. Susie’s legacy and 
impact will live on for generations to come.” 

Old Sturbridge Village has seen tremendous growth 
over the past several years. In 2017 the Village opened 
Old Sturbridge Academy Charter Public School, 
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Helen A. (Susie) Titus, of California, donated $5 million to Old Sturbridge 
Village following her death in 2020. Here she is seen with OSV President 
and CEO Jim Donahue. COURTESY PHOTO 


which now has over 280 students. These students at- 
tend from a wide range of communities throughout 
central Massachusetts. 

In January of 2020, Old Sturbridge Village an- 
nounced a management partnership with Coggeshall 
Farm Museum in Bristol, Rhode Island. This partner- 
ship saw a successful first year in spite of the unprece- 
dented times of COVID-19. 

As Old Sturbridge Village begins its 75th anniver- 
sary year, the Village 1s positioned to have continued 
growth and innovative programming that will keep vis- 
itors engaged for many years to come. 
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Cordelia 
Hageman starts 
her way down 
the court. 
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Stephanie Kosli 

looks for a different 

angle to approach 
2 basket. 


Pioneer Girls 
conclude winter season 


PALMER — The Pathfinder Re- 
gional High School girls basketball 
team got off to a late start due to 
COVID-19 issues, but were able 
to fit an abbreviated schedule into 
February, playing in seven games. 


The Pioneers, unfortunately, went 
winless in the games, struggling 
to generate offense in most cases. 
Pathfinder now has the ability to 
participate in football in the Fall 2 
season. 


ys) @turleysports 





Cordelia 
Hagemen 
heads for the 
sideline on a 
play. 
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The Pathfinder 

girls basketball 
team discusses 
strategy during 
a timeout. 





Football season ready to get underway 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gescibelli@turley.com 


REGION — For the first time ever, 
it will be football season in March and 
April, and teams will be playing into 
the warm instead of playing into the 
cold. 

Rivalries will be renewed and the 
many games local fans love to see will 
take place over the next two months 
over the course of a six-week modified 
schedule. 

While football was not played on 
Thanksgiving, some of the weath- 
er teams will play in during the first 
few weeks will feel like Thanksgiving. 
And some of the classic thanksgiving 
matchups will take place, including 
Agawam versus West Springfield, Chi- 
copee versus Chicopee Comprehen- 
sive, and East Longmeadow versus 
Longmeadow. 

Another big matchup scheduled 
between smaller schools is a classic 
rivalry between Palmer and Ware. 
That game is usually the culmination 
of the Tri-County League schedule 
for both teams in the fall, but will be 
a great way for the two teams to renew 
acquaintances since no football was 
played last fall. 

Minnechaug will have a full slate of 
games. Minnechaug has been a strong 


team in Division 3 the past few years, 
playing twice in the finals in recent 
years against powerful Central High 
School. They will also meet several 
other rivals, like Longmeadow and 
East Longmeadow. 

Another team that is normally 
part of the powerful AA Conference 
is Holyoke High School. Holyoke will 
renew acquaintances with both Min- 
nechaug and Agawam during the ab- 
breviated football season. 

The football season is especially 
significant for Holyoke because the 
Knights as a school, will be partici- 
pating in an athletic conference for 
the first time since Oct. 21, when the 
fall season was cut short in the city 
because Holyoke entered its third 
straight week of being in the red, high- 
risk for COVID-19 spread category. At 
that point, Holyoke officials stopped 
playing off all sports, cancelling the 
remainder of the fall season. Holyoke 
remained in the red category due to 
the second surge for four months, and 
officials cancelled the winter season 
while other schools in the red chose to 
participate in the basketball, hockey, 
and swimming season. 

Holyoke finally went into the yel- 
low two weeks ago, and green-lighted 


Please see FOOTBALL, page 8 





McDermott balancing variety 


of roles in 2021 


SEEKONK — Whether it’s been as a 
crew chief, spotter, driver, mechanic or in 
another role, Cam McDermott has built 
quite the resume in short-track racing. 
He started his career driving in quarter 
midgets, quickly moved to the Thomp- 
son Speedway Modified division, where 
he won the championship -- and from 
there, his career has blossomed in a va- 
riety of different directions. 

For 2021, McDermott is going to be 
quite the busy guy once again -- but his 
preparations for the season includes get- 
ting the No. 8 Maybury Material Han- 
dling machine ready for competition in 
the six Tri Track Open Modified Series 
events. McDermott will be behind the 
wheel of the family-owned machine to 
join a talent-filled group of competitors 
on the Tri Track circuit. 

“We're mainly going to focus on the 
Tri Track stuff this year, transitioning 
into that after focusing on the Stafford 
Motor Speedway Open Modified races 
the last few years,” McDermott said. 
“The competition with Tri Track 1s al- 
ways great. I want to go out there and 
compete against the best -- I love do- 
ing that. On the ownership side of Tri 
Track, with what Wayne (Darling) and 








Cam McDermott serves a lot of roles on his racing 
team. SUBMITTED PHOTO 





Ed (Bennett) are doing, it’s good for the 
racers and the teams.” 

Outside of driving, McDermott will 
be working as crew chief for Eddie Har- 
vey Racing on the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour, with his close friend 
Woody Pitkat, driving. McDermott 1s 
ready to tackle that role after more than 
a decade working with the legendary 
Pasteryak family, where he recently was 
the crew chief for Chris Pasteryak. Back 
when McDermott was winning races 
and a championship in the Thompson 
Modifieds, McDermott was connected 


Please see RACING, page 8 
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La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


® Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

Wwww.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9Yam-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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RACING from page 7 


with the Pasteryak family, started helping Carl on his 
car, and from there, became a major part of the opera- 
tion. During the last decade, he says he completed just 
about every job there 1s on a Modified race team, mi- 
nus maybe being the jackman or gasman on a pit stop. 
He also has experience working with Woody Pitkat in 
Pitkat’s championship run at Stafford Motor Speed- 
way, and when Pitkat was competing for Buzz Chew 
Racing on the NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour as a 
spotter. 

McDermott’s driving experience also includes com- 
peting in the Lite Modified division at Thompson, 
where he was the champion, and at Stafford Motor 
Speedway, where he competed in the SK Light Modi- 
fieds and their premier SK Modified division. 

And that’s just scratching the surface of his resume. 

“It just grew from the Thompson Modified days 
and it got better and better,’ McDermott said of his 
relationship with the Pasteryak family. “They are just a 
great family to be around. Between the Pasteryak fam- 
ily and my dad, I’ve learned everything I know about 
racing from them. The Pasteryak’s pay attention to ev- 
ery single detail. It’s such a great atmosphere to be able 
to learn from them and now transition it into my own 
car. I’ve been able to take everything I’ve learned and 
just put it into what’s best for me.” 

With experience with the Pasteryak family, and 
now some offseason time with Harvey preparing for 
the new season, McDermott feels 2021 might be his 
best ever behind the wheel. His driving resume speaks 
for itself, with multiple wins and championships, but 
he’s lacking something he’s trying hard to get: a win in 
a Tour-Type Modified. He hopes to end that drought 
with Tri Track this year. 

“It was definitely a learning curve jumping from the 
SK Modified to the Tour-Type Modified, I think the 
Tour-Type Modified really suits my style a lot better 
than the SK does,” McDermott said. “I’m not nearly 
aS aggressive as everyone else to be dominant in the 
SK. Paying it out of your own pocket, it makes you 
definitely consider everything. As a family-owned 
team with my parents, in-laws, and a few close friends 
and good sponsors helping us out, and all the experi- 
ence I have in a variety of different roles, it should be 
a good year.” 

As most others, his goal is to come home with the 
car in one piece, have a solid run, and continue to build 
a notebook in hopes of visiting Victory Lane with Tri 
Track. But he knows the level of talent the Tri Track 
field will offer in 2021 -- ranging from former series 
champions to Whelen Modified Tour champions, race 
winners, rising stars and more, will be tough to com- 
pete with. His immediate goal is going to be to qualify 
for the races, then worry about the rest once the green 
flag drops. 


“T have a lot of experience coming from many dif- 
ferent directions. I wouldn't say that I know everything 
-- no one does in racing,” McDermott said. “There’s 
always a learning curve for everyone with new stuff 
coming out, new technology... but driving-wise I feel 
like ’'m almost there. A good year for me would be to 
make all of the races, first. There is so much competi- 
tion, and just qualifying is going to be difficult. If we 
can get into the races, then get some top-fives, I feel 
like that would be good. If you can get to the top-five, 
you can compete for wins.” 

Tri Track will visit three of New England’s his- 
toric race tracks -- Monadnock Speedway, Seekonk 
Speedway and Star Speedway during the season -- and 
McDermott does have limited experience with all of 
them, driving previously in Tri Track races, where he 
does have top-10 finishes. 

“Tve run all three tracks before and I like Star a lot, 
we always seem to be really competitive there,” Mc- 
Dermott said. “We ran Seekonk at the Haunted Hun- 
dred in 2019 and we were competitive until the last 
lap, when we went through the infield in the middle of 
chaos in front of us. I like both of those tracks a lot. I 
still haven’t gotten my hands around Monadnock yet. 
The one time we went there we were fast, but broke 
a trailing-arm bracket, so we don’t really know how 
that day would have ended. My dad grew up at See- 
konk -- he ran Street Stocks there and I grew up in 
the grandstands there. I’m looking forward to running 
there again.” 

Without his parents, in-laws, a few close friends and 
sponsors like Maybury Material Handling, Douglas 
Battery, Richard Green Insurance and McDermott 
Motorsports Services, McDermott wouldn't be in the 
position he is now. The support from his wife -- Lau- 
ren -- who raced previously herself, has been a major 
player in his career. He’s hoping to balance his past ex- 
perience with his current roles and help himself grow 
as a driver en route to victory lane in 2021. 

“We're going to enjoy it,” McDermott said. “I was 
with the Pasteryak’s for all of the years and still ran my 
own team at the same time, so I think we will be good. 
I think you learn a lot about the cars and that helps 
you understand everything a lot better when youre in 
a variety of roles like I have been in. I come from an 
engineering background and I think if you understand 
everything, the more you do the better you will be at 
everything.” 

“Just being able to get the opportunity to do what 
I do now 1s because of all of the people that have sup- 
ported me in my career. Everyone is always pushing 
me to be better. All of my experiences have been great 
and I look to continue on with it this year.” 

Registration for the 2021 Tri Track season is open, 
and teams can register at TriTrackModifieds.com/ 
team-info. Teams have the option to either sign-up for 
the whole season or just one single race. 





FOOTBALL from page 7 


the Fall 2 season, allowing football, girls volleyball, 
unified basketball, and cheerleading to take place. 
The Knights are currently scheduled to play in the 
second week of the season, on March 26 against Min- 
nechaug. The Knights are not currently scheduled for 


a Week | game. 

The rest of the schedules are on miaa.net for most 
teams. The football season 1s set to conclude at the 
end of April, so teams can move into the abbreviat- 
ed spring season, which will go from early May to the 
very end of June. 

There will be no playoffs for the football season. 








NECBL to bring in video technology 


OBINSON 


TRE FE SERVI 


Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


Tree Trimming and Removal 


Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service » Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted + 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 - office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 





NORTH ADAMS -— The New En- 
gland Collegiate Baseball League has 
agreed to a partnership with Synergy 
Sports to implement the company’s 
innovative video technology into each 
of the league’s ballparks, in addition 
to adding TrackMan technology to 
its venues. The two globally renowned 
products represent the league’s grand 
vision to enhance the preparation and 
development for each player in every 
NECBL organization and to provide 
Major League Baseball (MLB) scout- 
ing departments with more access to 
player data than ever before. 

As part of the agreement, each NEC- 
BL organization will install a six-cam- 
era Synergy Sports setup in their ven- 
ues to record and log all game action, 
assisting coaches and student-athletes 
with game preparation and post-game 
review. The partnership also provides a 
teaching tool to allow coaches to work 


with student-athletes to develop their 
skills through detailed analysis of prac- 
tices and games. 

NECBL coaching staffs will ben- 
efit from the efficiency of the Synergy 
Sports system, with teams receiving 
fully tagged footage of games deliv- 
ered directly into an online platform 
for detailed analysis. Players will be 
better equipped to scout and prepare 
for their opponents, while also being 
able to analyze and breakdown their 
own highlights. All 30 MLB scouting 
departments across the league have al- 
ready come to rely Synergy’s elite scout- 
ing video services, and now will be able 
to view every pitch from every NECBL 
game directly into their draft rooms. 

Synergy Sports has built its success 
on proprietary technology which links 
meaningful sports data and video clips 
to create visual statistics and analytics 
about players, teams and games. 


BUDGET from page 1 


West Brookfield owes no money for 
capital outlays to the West Brookfield 
Elementary School, and the Warren 
Community Elementary School has a 
payment of $149,048 next year, com- 
pared to $171,395 for this year, which 
covers a number improvements such as 
a new roof. 

Positives are the continuation of 
pandemic grant money, also know as 
ESSER II, which will be $740,475 next 
year, the intent to prepay toward next 
year’s special eduction budget with this 
year’s funds and a $100,000 “insurance 
holiday” by the district’s health insur- 
ance provider. 

The district is expected to bring in 
about $750,000 in School Choice funds, 
as it did this year, and has only lost 
two students to other school districts 
through School Choice, a trend the dis- 
trict hopes continues. 

The Budget Subcommittee also 
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trimmed about $1 million from the dis- 
trict before it was presented Monday 
night, according to Jason Morgan, who 
chairs the subcommittee. 

Among the priorities for the district 
for fiscal 2022 are an in-district autism 
program for elementary students at 
West Brookfield Elementary School 
at $130,000, and an in-district emo- 
tional behavioral disorder program, at 
$115,000 at Warren Community Ele- 
mentary School. There have been ris- 
ing numbers of students on the autism 
spectrum and who have emotional be- 
havioral disorders in the elementary 
schools, and these programs will help 
slow the out-of-district placement costs 
of such students and allow them to at- 
tend school locally. 

If additional special education stu- 
dents with these issues move in, it 1s 
unclear whether the out-of-district costs 
can stabilize. Quaboag School Superin- 
tendent Dr. Brett Kustigian said as of 
last Friday, two more such special edu- 


cation students had moved into the dis- 
trict, and the district is hoping the fami- 
lies will try the new programs. 

Also in the budget is $24,000 to ex- 
pand the certified nursing assistant pro- 
gram and officials would like to continue 
the firefighting academy along with oth- 
er priorities such as the early education 
program, school security, high school 
math, special education staffing, math 
and English tutors, athletics and band, 
chorus and maintaining the music pro- 
gram. The budget also includes $15,000 
for middle school sports for next year, 
which was not funded this year. 

With the movement of the preschool 
programs from the elementary schools 
to the high school, it is hoped a partner- 
ship with a college or university can be 
developed to offer high school students 
early education experience. The costs 
for the preschool, about $225,000, have 
been moved to the high school’s budget. 

The district’s budget for fiscal 2022 is 
on the budget’s website. 
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Law offices 
awarding 
scholarship 


BOSTON — The law offices of 
Mark E. Salomone in Massachu- 
setts are proud to sponsor a na- 
tionwide essay contest focusing on 
innovative ways to prevent distract- 
ed driving. The three essay winners 
will receive $3,000 worth of schol- 
arship prizes for education-related 
expenses. 

The essay contest is open to cur- 
rent or admitted undergraduates 
(including graduating high school 
seniors) and law school students 
who will be attending accredited 


Please see AWARDING, page 15 








PARKING from page 1 


on-street deliveries are sometimes the 
only way deliveries can occur in places 
with limited space. Petraitis said people 
who work in those buildings often use 
the storefront parking instead of mu- 
nicipal parking lots. He said they might 
need to enforce the two-hour limit for 
business parking. 

Board of Selectmen Clerk John 
Tripp said Maple Street, at the corner 
of North Main Street, has space that 
could be create an “unloading zone” for 
large trucks to park and make deliver- 
ies. Tripp said one delivery truck will fit 
there, and the stores could coordinate 
their delivery schedules. 

He said the convenience store al- 
ready uses Maple Street as an unloading 
area. Petraitis and Kiley agreed that an 
unloading zone would be ideal. Tripp 
said the highway department would 
have to remove one curbing to make it 
more accessible. DPW Superintendent 
Jason Benoit said he could have signs 
made and paint the area. Kiley said they 
should also reserve two parking spots 
for use by Cuddy Insurance Agency cus- 
tomers during business hours. Cuddy 
Insurance Agency could then put up a 
sign alerting people that the parking 1s 
for customers only. 

The board approved the use of Ma- 
ple Street as an unloading zone for de- 
livery trucks, removal of curbing in the 
unloading zone, a strict enforcement of 
the two-hour parking limit for Main 
Street/North Main Street (letters will be 
sent to all businesses) and the authori- 
zation to allow Cuddy Insurance Agen- 
cy the use of two parking spots during 
business hours. 

Tripp said police should also be en- 
forcing the “no left turn” into those 
angled parking spots, as they drivers 
should not be crossing a double yellow 
line. The board made a motion and ap- 
proved the enforcement of “no left turn” 
into angled parking on Main Street. 
Tripp said he hopes that the board’s ac- 
tions will help ease some of the concerns 
with traffic and parking that residents 
voiced at the Planning Board hearing. 


CARES Act funds 

Administrative Assistant Ashley 
Barre presented requests for CARES 
Act money from the school for speech 
therapy in the amount of $624.97. Barre 
also presented old requests for CARES 
Act funds which included: Fire Depart- 
ment, $1,800 for repairs to turnout gear; 
Haston Free Public Library, approxi- 
mately $800 for Zoom subscription and 
an air purifier; Senior Center, $3,248 for 
computers. The library also put in a re- 


quest for two additional air purifiers. 

Kiley said these requests would put 
the town’s CARES Act fund balance at 
$5,170. Kiley said they will need to use 
these funds for vaccine clinics. He said 
that Board of Health member Trevor 
Bruso expects clinic costs to be around 
$2,400. Kiley suggested holding off on 
approving the two additional air pu- 
rifiers until they knew what their costs 
would be. They approved all the expens- 
es except for the library’s request for ad- 
ditional air purifiers. The board agreed 
to wait to approve the library’s second 
request. 


Transfer of money 
Selectmen approved the transfer of 
money from the Salem Gift Fund to 
pay for the North Brookfield EMS 1in- 
surance. 


COVID-19 updates 

Kiley said as of Saturday, Feb. 
27, North Brookfield had no active 
COVID-19 cases in town, but as of the 
time of their meeting they had five. K1- 
ley said Bruso is working very hard and 
doing a good job getting people vacci- 
nated. Kiley asked residents to please 
answer and respond to Board of Health 
inquiries about receiving a COVID-19 
vaccination. Kiley said Bruso is trying 
to get a mobile vaccination clinic to 
come to North Brookfield. 


Insurance Advisory Committee 
The committee met on Feb. 16 and 
they agree to renew the town’s health 
insurance with Fallon at a 4.5 percent 
increase, which was less than the other 
quotes they received. The board ap- 
proved the committee’s decision. 


LCC grant 
Barre said the town’s Cultural Coun- 
cil received a grant in the amount of 
$5,900. Kiley said Barre could be an au- 
thorized signer for the grant. 


CDBG grant 

The Senior Center, Town of North 
Brookfield, Friends of the North 
Brookfield Council on Aging, are work- 
ing with the town of Leicester to hand 
out personal hygiene packages to eli- 
gible seniors in North Brookfield. The 
Senior Center will receive 35 packages a 
month to distribute. 


Public Comment 
Resident Brandon Avery said that a 
new book came out on Rufus Putnam 
and the author would come out and do 
a book signing at a suitable venue. Town 
Administrator Tara Flynn read from the 
book’s forward crediting Avery for his 


assistance with providing information 
on behalf of the North Brookfield His- 
torical Society. 

Avery also brought up the future of 
the historical society museum. He said 
he likes the idea of using space in the 
Town House. Tripp said they cannot 
touch the Town House. Barre said she 
has been doing research and it seems 
that they cannot open the space until 
it is fully renovated. She said the whole 
building must be up to code, and the 
Massachusetts Historical Society must 
approve the plan to ensure its archi- 
tecturally accurate to that time period. 
Some of the work needing to be done in- 
cludes a sprinkler system, HVAC system 
and an elevator. Tripp said he would be 
“all for it” but right now their hands are 
tied. Kiley said they can earmark that 
space for the museum. 


Opening of town offices 

Kiley said the state will be moving to 
Phase 4 on March 22, and asked Flynn 
if town employees wanted to open town 
offices to the public. Flynn and Barre 
said it would make their lives a little 
easier if they did. The board moved and 
approved to follow the state guidelines 
as far as re-opening. 


Police boat 

A resident on Lake Lashaway has 
allowed the use of his dock for the po- 
lice boat. They Police Department 1s re- 
searching what kind of boat they need 
in order to start fundraising. Several do- 
nors have come forward offering to help 
fund the purchase of the boat. 

The meeting moved to executive ses- 
sion just after 7 p.m. 


QUABOAG REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 


Warren — West Brookfield, Massachusetts 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Position Title: 
Location: 
Reports To: 
Funded By: 


Elementary Level 


General Budget 
Qualifications: 


Full-time Special Education Preschool Paraprofessional 


Building Administration/Director of Student Support Services 


e Associate’s degree or pass ParaPro Exam 

e Ability to provide supervision and support to students with special needs 

e Willingness to be trained in instructional strategies and behavioral approaches 

e Knowledge of effective instructional techniques and strategies 

e Appropriate oral & written communication skills 

e Ability to communicate effectively with students, co-workers, and administration 


Responsibilities: 


e Take direction from administrator and teacher 
e Maintain confidentiality of sensitive information and material 
e Provide adequate supervision and support of students at all times 


Closing Date for Applications: 
Salary: 


Start Date: 
Apply to: 


Immediately 


Per Para-Professional Bargaining Unit Contract 


Send a letter of interest to: 


Mr. Robert Bergeron, Director of Student Services 


QRSD 
P.O. Box 1538 


284 Old West Brookfield Road 


Warren, MA 01083 


The Quaboag Regional School District ensures equal employment and educational 
opportunities for its employees and students. All programs, services, 
courses of study and activities are made available without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, 
or homelessness in compliance with federal and state law. 
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


AA !!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
—— Removal Service 





2Q**exex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


LAKEVIEW SMALL ENGINE 
REPAIR General repairs all small en- 
gine power equipment. Snowblowers, 
Lawnmowers, Chainsaws, Generators 
etc. Pickup and Delivery Available. 
Call (978) 350-6404 or email 
garyposson@gmail.com 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


_ 


a eat a 


RESKRY 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 





WESTERN MASS INDIVIDUAL- 
IZED HOME CARE To provide wide 
range of medical services. Including 
Hospice Care. Will come to your home 
for necessary medical tasks. (413) 
289-6729 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 





ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 





32.50 Pas §33.00 33.50 34.00 

$34.50 Pas $35.00 nes35 50 $36.00 
Name: Phone: CC 
Address: a ee 
TOWN State: Ae 
NumberofWeeks: X perweekrate=$ = 
Credit Card: L) MasterCard LIVISA Discover LY Cash Li Check# 
Card A Exp.Date_ CVV 
Amountofcharge: Date; 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON ; 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 






icf 








NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 








WALES ( HOLLAND 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Subtotal = = 
x Number of Weeks _ Gane) 
TOTAL Enclosed =) 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


PAVING 


COMMERCIAL 


AND 
RESIDENTIAL 
PAVING & SITE 
SERVICES 
413-267-4088 





PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


SEWING 


ZIPPERS, REPAIRS, HEMS Spe- 
cial occasion alterations and more. 
Men’s women’s _ and children. Please 
call (413) 799-0046 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


www.newspapers.turley.com 
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HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-artesian- 
well.com 


HOUSEKEEPER WANTED FOR 


PALMER HEALTHCARE Looking 
for 7-3 and 12-8 shifts. Full-time/Part- 
time positions available. Please call 
(401) 952-0337. 


Z 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SEEKING NEXT LEADER! Enlace 
de Familias, a grassroots non-profit in 
Holyoke that provides support and ad- 
vocacy, community mobilization, and 
training to empower families, is seek- 
ing its next Executive Director. Visit 
the Open Searches page at www. 
eostransitions.com for info. 





Z2o021 


TAX. TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


CallForAn |J[RS 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 
‘ea 


Bruce J. Charwick 


|) AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 010609 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 
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TOWN OF WILBRAHAM, AD- 
MINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ 
DATA COLLECTOR Looking for a 
reliable Administrative Assistant/Data 
Collector. For application and more in- 
formation please visit www.wilbra- 
ham-ma.gov. Application Deadline 
3/26/2021 at 4:30PM. EOE 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM, PRIN- 
CIPAL ASSESSOR Looking for a re- 
liable Principal Assessor. For applica- 
tion and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Open 
Until Filled. EOE 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
as Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 





STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 





FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


WV Colfer al(e) aim Ecb.arcl elem mlatclaleitclireisialilesss 


IRS Problems? 
| i) a -  ed ovc-t-t-j(elat-| ma t-lale|(- mie) am Lele me 
Call us anytime! 


eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 








Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 


1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! eee 


OPPORTUNITY 


SPEEDS from page 1 


Liquor license 

Selectmen approved an all-alcoholic 
beverages license and a common vict- 
ualler license for Concord Brewery, dba. 
Rapscallion at 3 Arnold Road, (484 
Main St.) Fiskdale. The location had 
a seating capacity of 49, and received 
approval from the Planning Board. The 
spokesperson said Rapscallion planned 
to be open seven days a week from late 
afternoon to early evening, and had 
future plans for an outside patio. They 
would operate a food truck or have 
guest food trucks. 


Classification and 
Compensation Study 

Dowling said she would like the 
consulting firm give a presentation to 
the Board of Selectmen. She said, “[It 
didn’t! make sense that the Personnel 
Committee was given a presentation 
and not us.” She said she had several 
questions for the consultants including 
why everyone below grade starts at Step 
1. The board will wait for the presenta- 
tion before approving the classification 
and compensation study. 


Deputy Fire Chief 
The board voted to table the vote 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 


24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


to approve a new position, deputy fire 
chief as presented by fire chief John A. 
Grasso, Jr. The fire chief said he was not 
filling a recent resignation of an EMT/ 
firefighter and instead wanted to hire a 
deputy fire chief for $90,000. Suprenant 
said the fire department only had 12 em- 
ployees, and a deputy fire chief seemed a 
bit much for the town. He said he asked 
the fire chief for additional information 
when he talked with him. 

Dowling said she would like to get 
salary information for a deputy fire 
chief from the 16 other towns that were 
canvassed for the classification and 
compensation study. At the time of the 


are 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


@ Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 





study, deputy fire chief salaries were not 
requested. Selectmen voted to table the 
vote on a deputy fire chief until they get 
the information on the salary range. 


Other business 

Dowling said she would like to look 
into increasing the amount of the senior 
tax work-off program. It currently was 
$500 and the state allows up to $1,500. 
Town Administrator Jeff Bridges said 
veterans were part of the program as 
well. 

Selectman Ian Dunnigan said he 
would like to hold in person meetings 
again. 





AWARDING from page 9 


colleges or universities in the United 
States in fall 2021. Proof of enrollment 
will be required to receive the award. 
Essays must be between 500 and 1,000 
words long. The essays will focus on 
how to prevent distracted driving and 
promote safe driving habits among 
young drivers. 

Distracted driving, especially send- 
ing or reading a text, poses a threat 
not just to the driver, but to their pas- 
sengers, people in other cars and pe- 


destrians. According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
from 2014 to 2018 more than 15,000 
people were killed in crashes involving 
a distracted driver, and teens ages 15- 
19 have the largest percentage of fatal 
crashes due to distracted driving. 

The winning essay will be awarded 
$1,500. The second prize winner re- 
celves a $1,000 prize. Third place re- 
ceives a $500 prize. Only one essay can 
be submitted per student. Essays must 
be original content. 

The application deadline 1s May 31. 


Winners will then be announced on 
July 31. Applicants can view the rules 
of the contest and apply online at the 
following web page for the law offices 
of Mark E. Salomone at www.marksa- 
lomone.com/scholarship. 

Each submission must include: 

e An essay as a Microsoft Word doc- 
ument (.doc or .docx format) 

¢ A digital photo of applicant (in 
Jpg or .png format) 

¢ A school transcript or proof of en- 
rollment 

¢ Applicant’s name, address and 


phone number 

¢ School name and address 

¢ A short, two to three sentence bio 

¢ A waiver form with a parent or 
guardian’s signature for applicants un- 
der 18 

The law offices of Mark E. Salo- 
mone have decades of experience prac- 
ticing personal injury law and obtaining 
justice for their clients, including more 
than $500 million in settlements and 
verdicts. The law firm has 10 locations 
in Massachusetts, including offices in 
Boston, Worcester and Springfield. 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 
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CONNECTIO 


SEE OUR AD INSIDE!!! Why call the Michelle Terry NAPA Racing/Chase Elliott® 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND Team to sell your home? F R E E No. 9 Cap w/ $25 Purchase! 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! We have a great marketing plan that includes: fick Motorsports, LLC. ww ~~ | 


Chase Elliott’s signature 


MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK e Home staging services * Home warranties name tenes and ote M4, 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE! e 3D videos ° Professional photography exclusive trademarks of ier 
SemiK—cKE- SA LE e Ramped up open houses! ° And so much more Sennen tare | | 9: 










1500 IN STOCK =| YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS | | ay notbe available ua 


PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!! tre pues oy 
OVER 600 IN STOCK! 


When you ; While supplies last. 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE @° 7 £. 


“wil make. 
OE 22ttan.St: Spencer 508-885-9343 NAPA AUTO PARTS 
ele Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8pm; Sun. 10am-7pm (NAPA NAPAD A WAREe WEST BROOKFIELD 












more!! 











Michelle Terry __ EXIT Real Estate Executives 
Broker/Owner ft 130 W. Main Street 
michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562 


GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008 


AR! w . WATER FILTRATION — Market Your Home with Style 

£ I Y = Professional Photography 
OF . | 774-200-0225 fond: ABC TV Promotion 
a WE'RE LOCAL! Floor Plans - Social Media Ads | 


e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE Targeted Online Advertising 


James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1waterfiltration.com 
BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING [R 


oy SOL ee See STEWART & STEWART 
45 North Main Street, Belchertown Al BhoxeRAGE 413-387-8608 tr 
Cell/Text: 857-523-0181 Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com * StewartandStewartHomes.com 


melissa@jonesrealtors.com 


Whether you are selling or buying your Call Today For Your Free Estimate 
first or forever home, 321-506-3446 
| am committed to _@ Residential/Commercial 
always being available & Licensed/Insured: 
and assisting you - Weekly Lawn Maintenance 
Melissa Despres every step of the way. : - Spring and Fall Clean Ups 
- Aeration and Overseeding 
Egan - Mulch Installation 
a A Lawn. Care - Shrub and Tree Trimming 


175 West St., Ware 116 Federal St. 117 West Main St., 
413-967-5121 © 967-3184 (Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-9947 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun.9-2 413-323-7661 ¢ 323-9296 — Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 





LAND - PALMER $49,900 .60 ACRES 


; r " Nice lot, great location in an established neighborhood. Great spot to build your 
sr dream home! Short commute to Mass Pike and area amenities. Town water and 
| sewer at the street and the lot is already cleared. 


LAND - PALMER $119,900 9.38 ACRES 


9.38 acres to build your dream home, this PRIVATE parcel backs up to the Ware 
River. This wooded parcel is located in a cul-de-sac at the end of an established 
neighborhood in the Bondsville section of Palmer. Complete privacy depending 
on where you build your home. If you enjoy fishing, Kayaking or just listening 
to sounds of nature this could be the parcel you have been looking for! Yet you 
can be an easy commute to the Mass Pike and area amenities. Owner is willing 
to help due some excavation work on the lot. Will perc with an accepted offer. 


Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
oo @) North East 1-978-434-1990 
sian arene sag * 109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 







3 WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
~ THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 
WINTER IS COMING! 

BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND e SAND/SALT MIX 
STOCK UP NOW! 
Construction Stone * Landscaping Stone « Title V Septic Sand 


Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 
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321-506-3446 - Garden Bed Renovation 
Per She - Planting 
<n - Small Tractor Work 
reythhe THE | 
is ite ie, =i ALA: ra nk ' 
: cst = Lil t a z & “i een! : 


y 
\ 
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Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 


508-885-6100 
508-885-2480 
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pane) rave eocnn = Es = Brookhaven Assisted Care it S Alm 0 st Tim ef 

www.bondsandandgravel.com B® 19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 e 





Under New Management é 
Over 52 years of service. All-U-Can-Eat 
24 hour care, Medical Management, 9 
Assistance with activities of daily living, Corned Beef ’n —_—- 


Be 
Winter Products Activity Program, well trained, Fest s 
compassionate and caring staff. SC > 
Ice Melt : Shovels : Roof Rakes Services Available In-House: Saturday, March 13th#* 
Construction Heaters ' Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services, noon - 8pm 


: Pharmacy services, Podiatry services (or until we run out, whichever comes irs) / 
Curing Blankets * Gloves VNA services: Limited regular Lunch and Dinner Menu ' 


Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy, meee cunng 
(Ol @) \ [ed =i =a 8 CONCRETE SIS Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services All-U-Can-Eat Valid on Dine-In Only, 
Other Restrictions Apply. 
| | SOLUTIONS 


Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber (Take-outs available but are not All-U-Can- aw \ 
| ~ Manager: 
199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner : ~ Donna Nairn - 508-867-3325 E.B.Flatts 


donna.brookhaven@yahoo.com 245 W. Main (Rt9) East Brookfield (508) 867-6643 


FRESH 
SANDWICHES 


OPEN eS 
2240 Main Street MONDAY-SATURDAY hoe fe}; foloaiins 
West Warren SAM-7PM BEER & WINE 


PIZZA 
ONE OER 413-436-5900 =rax/copy/ATM/NOTARY PUBLIC [BBRSEneeee 


